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ID#
Directions:  

1. Read the book descriptions below and choose five that sound interesting to you.  

2. Label those five from 1-5 (1 being the most interesting, 2 the second most interesting, etc.)  Based on your selection, you will be assigned a book to read.  

3. It will be your responsibility to get a copy of your book either from the library or the book store and start reading.  

4. You must bring a copy of your book with you to school on Wednesday after Thanksgiving break.

Fiction


The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros

A  coming-of-age novel by Mexican-American writer Sandra Cisneros.  It deals with a young Latina girl, Esperanza Cordero, growing up in a Chicago ghetto full of Chicanos and Puerto Ricans.

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain

The story is about a young boy growing up in a small town along the Mississippi River.  Tom is a mischievous boy who often gets into humorous situations, but things take a dangerous turn when he witnesses a murder and must figure out a way to save not only himself but those he cares about. 

The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway

It centers upon Santiago, an aging Cuban fisherman who struggles with a giant marlin far out in the Gulf Stream
Dandelion Wine by Ray Bradbury 

In the story, dandelion wine, as made by the protagonist's grandfather, serves as a metaphor for packing all of the joys of summer into a single bottle. The main character is Douglas Spaulding, a 12-year-old boy.  Most of the book is focused upon the routines of small-town America, and the simple joys of yesteryear.

The Natural by Bernard Malamund

The book follows Roy Hobbs, a baseball prodigy whose career is sidetracked when he is shot by a woman who seeks to kill arrogant athletes to "better the world." Most of the story concerns itself with his attempts to return to baseball later in life.

The Lord of the Flies by William Golding. (For advanced readers)
This Nobel Prize winning novel  is about a group of British schoolboys stuck on a deserted island who try to govern themselves, with disastrous results
Historical Fiction

The Cay by Theodore Taylor

The story is based on a true incident recounted to the author wherein an eleven year-old survivor of a torpedo attack passes out and wakes up with a black man and later goes blind. The novel was published in 1969 and dedicated to Martin Luther King, Jr. The story is primarily about the relationship between Phillip and Timothy, and Phillip’s efforts for survival on the cay.


When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit by Judith Kerr

It is a semi-autobiographical story of a young Jewish girl who is forced to flee her home in Germany in 1933 with her family to escape the Nazis.


Slave Dancer by Paula Fox

It tells the story of a boy who witnessed first-hand the savagery of the African slave trade. The book not only includes a historical account, but it also touches upon the emotional conflicts felt by those involved in transporting the slaves from Africa to other parts of the world.


I, Juan de Pareja by Elizabeth Borton de Trevino

Juan de Pareja a half-African slave of the artist Diego Velázquez, and model for one of Velázquez' most noted paintings, who earns his freedom through his own merits, artistic and otherwise.

Number the Stars by Lois Lowry

is a work of historical fiction about the Holocaust of the Second World War by award-winning author Lois Lowry. The story centers around ten-year-old Annemarie Johansen, who lived in Copenhagen, Denmark, in 1943 and was caught up in the events surrounding the rescue of the Danish Jews.

Dragonwings by Lawrence Yep

It is the story of a Chinese boy, Moon Shadow (the narrator), who moves to Chinatown to be with his father, Windrider, who is working on a flying machine even as the Wright Brothers are. An historical novel, it depicts not only the lives of and discrimination against San Francisco's Chinese immigrants in the early 1900's, but also the 1906 San Francisco earthquake.

Fantasy

Something Wicked This Way Comes by Ray Bradbury

It is about two 13-year-old boys, Jim Nightshade and William Halloway, who have a harrowing experience with a nightmarish traveling carnival that comes to their Midwestern town one October.

A Wrinkle in Time by Madeline L'Engle

Meg Murry's classmates and teachers see her as a troublesome student.  Her life will change on a dark and stormy night when she meets a mysterious woman named Mrs. Whatsit and is sent on a journey through space and time.


The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien

The Hobbit follows the quest of home-loving hobbit Bilbo Baggins to win a share of the treasure guarded by the dragon, Smaug.

Stories about Animals
The Call of the Wild by Jack London

The plot concerns a previously domesticated dog named Buck, whose primordial instincts return after a series of events leads to his serving as a sled dog in the Yukon during the 19th-century Klondike Gold Rush, in which sled dogs were bought at generous prices.


The Red Pony by John Steinbeck

The stories in the book are tales of a boy named Jody Tiflin. The book has four different stories about Jody and his life on his father's California ranch.

Old Yeller by Fred Gipson

The title is taken from the name of the big yellow dog who is center of the book's story.  Students who enjoyed Where the Red Fern Grows will enjoy this book as well.

Animal Farm by George Orwell (For Advanced Readers)
Old Major, the old boar on the Manor Farm, calls the animals on the farm for a meeting, where he compares the humans to parasites and teaches the animals about revolution.  

Science Fiction


Ender's Game by Orson Scott Card (For Advanced Readers)
Set in Earth's future, the novel presents an imperiled humankind who have barely survived two conflicts with the Formics (an insectoid alien race also known as the "Buggers"). 

Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury (For Advanced Readers)

This science fiction tale is about a fireman named Guy Montag who burns books for a living.  He begins to question his job and put his life at risk when he realizes the harm he is causing
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