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Instructions: COMPLETE ALL QUESTIONS AND MARGIN NOTES using the CLOSE reading strategies practiced in class. This requires reading of the article three times. 





Step 1: Skim the article using these symbols as you read:


 (+) agree, (-) disagree, (*) important, (!) surprising, (?) wondering


Step 2: Number the paragraphs. Read the article carefully and make notes in the margin. 


Notes should include:


Comments that show that you understand the article. (A summary or statement of the main idea of important sections may serve this purpose.)


Questions you have that show what you are wondering about as you read.


Notes that differentiate between fact and opinion.


Observations about how the writer’s strategies (organization, word choice, perspective, support) and choices affect the article.


Step 3: A final quick read noting anything you may have missed during the first two reads.





Your margin notes are part of your score for this assessment. Answer the questions carefully in complete sentences unless otherwise instructed.
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I Survived The Joplin Tornado, 2011


by Lauren Tarshis


Chapter 1





Sunday, May 22, 2011


5:42 p.m.


Joplin, Missouri


	A monster EF-5 tornado was destroying the city of Joplin, Missouri. And eleven-year-old Dexter James was in its killer grip.


	The tornado had snuck up on the city, hiding behind a wall of storm clouds. Few knew it was coming. And nobody imagined that within minutes, it would kill 158 people and destroy much of  the city.


	In the hours before, Joplin had hummed with happy life. Cheers rose up from Little League fields. Gardens bloomed with roses and wild strawberries. Churches echoed with prayers and hymns.


	It was a typical Sunday afternoon.


	Until the day turned dark and the wind began to howl.


	And then the sky exploded like a bomb.


	The tornado was three-quarters of a mile wide, with winds that topped 200 miles per hour. It swept away houses and blasted the wreckage thousands of feet into the sky. It tore apart schools and sent stores crashing down on the people inside. Cars flew through the air. Trucks turned into missiles. Century-old trees were ripped from the ground. 


	The tornado sirens wailed.


	People rushed to their basements and huddled in bathtubs as their houses collapsed on top of them. Parents gripped their children as cruel winds tried to tear them away. In minutes, entire neighborhoods lay in ruins. 


	Dex was in an SUV when the tornado hit, and now he was trapped. 


	The ferocious winds roared and sent tree limbs and rocks smashing against the SUV. 


	And then,


	Smash!


	A window shattered. The tornado’s fury blasted into the SUV. Dex was attacked by swirling winds filled with bits of wood and metal and glass. The pain was like being stung by thousands of scorpions, over and over again.


	And then the wind grabbed hold of Dex. It wrapped around him like invisible tentacles, pulling him toward the open window.


	Dex had always wanted to see a tornado for real. And now here it was—the evil, swirling darkness.


	Dex was being sucked into the tornado, and he knew there could be no escape.
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Comprehension questions – answers may be in phrases. 





Approximately how many feet is in a 100-meter dash? Show your math.








Who is Usain Bolt?











Define definitive as used in the text.











According to the research, how much faster will the fastest dinosaur run in comparison to the T.rex? Show your math.











Define conjecture as used in the text.
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Answer each question in one or more complete sentences.





Explain the use of quotations around the word “realistic” in paragraph three.

















List a minimum of three pieces of evidence supporting the author’s claim that the conclusion is truly “scientific.”

















Explain why a dinosaur would likely choose to find a slower meal than a human.
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3. Complete the chart. Use complete sentences citing evidence from the text for each detail.





MAIN IDEA:
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DETAILS:





1.





2.





3.





4.





5.





6.





7.
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4. Using the provided illustrations (which are obviously not to scale), create an advertisement for a prehistoric race. Include facts such as speed, name of the entrants, likely winner, and other details from the text. A minimum of 9 pieces of cited evidence is required.
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